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comedy, several incidents which would draw tears from any man of sense, and not one which would move his laughter.                                          T.
No. 522.          Wednesday, Oct. 29,1712         [STEELB
Adjuro nunquam earn me desert-urum, Non, si capiundos mihi sciam esse inimicos onineis homines. Hanc mihi expetivi, contigit: conveniunt mores: valeant Qui inter nos dissidium, volunt: hanc, nisi mora, Mi adimet nemo.                               TEE., Andr. Act iv, sc. 2
I SHOULD esteem myself a very happy man, if my speculations could in the least contribute to the rectifying the conduct of my readers in one of the most important affairs of life, to wit, their choice in mar-riage. This state is the foundation of community and the chief band of society; and I do not think I can be too frequent on subjects which may give light to my unmarried readers in a particular which is so essential to their following happiness or misery. A virtuous disposition, a good understanding, an agreeable person, and an easy fortune, are the things which should be chiefly regarded on this occasion. Because my present view is to direct a young lady, who, I think, is now in doubt whom to take of many lovers, I shall talk at this time to my female reader. The advantages, as I was going to say, of sense, beauty, and riches, are what are certainly the chief motives to a prudent young woman of fortune for changing her condition; but as she has to have her eye upon each of these, she is to ask herself whether the man who has most of these recommendations in the lump is not the most desirable. He that has excellent talents, with a moderate estate, and an agreeable person, is preferable to him who is only rich, if it were only that good faculties may purchase riches, but riches cannot purchase worthy endowments. I do not mean that wit, and a capacity to entertain, is what should be highly valued, except it is founded upon good nature and humanity. There are many